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SUB J : PRESIDENT PAK BRIEFS BLUE HOUSE PRESS CORPS ON U.S. 

ELECTION AND ALLEGED BRIBERY SCANDAL 

BEGIN SUMMARY: IN POST-ELECTION BRIEFING FOR BLUE HOUSE PRESS 
CORPS, PRESIDENT PAK SAID THAT LINKING OF HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE 
BY U.S. WITH U.S. TROOP COMMITMENT IS "UNACCEPTABLE." HE SAID 
ROKG COULD GO-IT-ALONE IF NECESSARY, A RESPONSE NOW BEING 
ECHOED BY SOME ROK MILITARY. PRESIDENT DENIED THAT HE WAS PER- 
SONALLY INVOLVED WITH BRIBERY FIGURES, CHARACTERIZING BRIBERY 
ALLEGATIONS AS MISUNDERSTANDING OF EASTERN-STYLE HOSPITALITY. 
MOST OBSERVERS IN SEOUL NOW REPORT AND REFLECT ROKG VIEW THAT 
SCANDALS WILL BLOW OVER EVENTUALLY. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ACCORDING TO PRESS SOURCES WHEN QUESTIONED AT BLUE HOUSE 
PRESS BRIEFING NOVEMBER 5 OR 6 ON WHAT EFFECT CARTER ELECTION 
WOULD HAVE ON KOREAN DEFENSE POLICIES, PRESIDENT PAK BECAME 
"UNUSUALLY SERIOUS". DURING BACKGROUND SESSION, DETAILS OF WHICH 
HAVE BEEN SLOW COMING OUT, PAK SAID THAT "IT WOULD NOT BE 
ACCEPTABLE" IF QUESTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS WERE LINKED BY NEW 
ADMINISTRATION TO AMERICAN TROOP PRESENCE IN SOUTH KOREA. 

HIS STAND ON HUMAN RIGHTS WAS VERY FIRM, ALTHOUGH NOT NECESSARILY 
INFLEXIBLE. IF MYONGDONG DEFENDANTS JOINED IN OVERT DEMONSTRA- 
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EMBOFF PRESIDENT IMPLIED HE WOULD BECOME MORE "INFLEXIBLE" 

IF AMERICAN GOVERNMENT CHOSE TO "INTERFERE" IN KOREAN DOMESTIC 
AFFAIRS. HIS VIEWS ON SUBJECT WERE "CORRECT" AND HE WAS DE- 
TERMINED TO REMAIN "MASTER OF HIS OWN HOUSE." 

2. BY END OF NEXT FIVE YEARS, PAK SAID. HE HOPED COUNTRY WOULD 

BE ABLE TO FUNCTION CAPABLY WITHOUT PRESENCE OF AMERICAN GROUND 
TROOPS, AND IN PARTICULAR SECOND DIVISION. HE NOTED AMERICAN 
AID HAD BEEN SUBSTANTIALLY REDUCED IN PAST FEW YEARS AND 
WAS NO LONGER ALL THAT SIGNIFICANT. USIS SOURCE REPORTED THAT 
PRESIDENT ALSO OBSERVED THAT IF AMERICANS WISHED TO WITHDRAW 
THEIR TROOPS TO PROMOTE "LIBERALIZATION" OF PAK GOVERNMENT, IT 
WAS ALL RIGHT WITH HIM. KOREANS WOULD NOT "WEEP AND WAIL AND 
CLUTCH AT THEIR LEGS" AS U.S. TROOPS DEPARTED. 

3. FORMER AIDE TO CHONG IL-KWON TOLD POLCOUNS THAT HE DETECTED 
IN ARMY ITSELF A TENDENCY TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE HARD, "WE-CAN- 
GO-IT-ALONE" LINE. MILITARY COMMANDERS HAVE BEEN TELLING UNITS 
THAT CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS IN U.S. WILL BLOW OVER AND WILL NOT 
BASICALLY CHANGE U.S. COMMITMENT, BUT SOME ROK OFFICERS TENDED 
TO TAKE SOMEWHAT EMOTIONAL POSITION THAT ROK CAN GET ALONG 
WITHOUT U.S. IF NECESSARY. CERTAINLY, SOURCE CONCEDED, IF CHOICE 
EVER AROSE BETWEEN LOYALTY TO PRESIDENT AND CONTINUANCE OF 
CLOSE U.S. SUPPORT, IT COULD PRECIPITATE "REAL CRISIS." 

4. DURING PRESIDENT'S BRIEFING, AS WELL AS DURING EARLIER 
GENERAL BLUE HOUSE BRIEFINGS, PRESS SOURCE INDICATED ROK 
LINE WAS TWOFOLD. (1) PRESIDENT BELIEVED THAT MUCH OF WHAT 
WAS ALLEGED TO BE BRIBERY WAS ONLY "EASTERN HOSPITALITY" 

AND (2) THAT PRESIDENT HIMSELF WAS NOT IN ANYWAY INVOLVED. 

USIS SOURCE SAID PRESIDENT STATED CATEGORICALLY THAT HE HAD 
NEVER MET PAK TONG-SON AT BLUE HOUSE AND ONLY REMEMBERED 
MEETING HIM ONCE IN WASHINGTON WITH DELEGATION OF KOREAN STUDENTS 
WHO WERE STUDYING THERE. PRESIDENT DENIED PAK PO-HI TOOK PART 

IN ANY BLUE HOUSE MEETING NOR THAT BLUE HOUSE HAD EVER BEEN 
SUBJECTED TO ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE. 

SNEIDER 
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